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Riot by Shashi Tharoor

In 1989 a major political party in India, declared as a campaign issue, to
reclaim the site of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya for the Hindus to build a Ram
temple. The ongoing debate that the site of the 16th century mosque was
actually Ram Janmabhoomi - the birthplace of Ram caused communal riots to
flare all over India. Tharoor paints a vivid picture of a passionate love story set
against the backdrop of a riot. Audiences of all ages, nationalities, cultures will
be able to identify with this story. Tharoor got the idea of writing this book
when he received an account of a riot from his friend Harsh Mander, an IAS
officer, who witnessed the riot firsthand when he was posted as the district
magistrate in Khargaon district. Around the same time Tharoor read in the
news about the disturbing killing of AmyBiehl in South Africa by a violent
black mob. Biehl was an idealistic Fulbright scholar had gone to South Africa
to help the locals but met a tragic end. Tharoor modeled the killing of Priscilla
Hart in RIOT based on that episode.

The story of RIOT unfolds through different voices. One can read the book in
any sequence, open any chapter and as you delve deeper into the book albeit in
a non orderly fashion the reading experience is enriched by the multi-voiced,
multi-faceted story.Tharoor has done a remarkable job of getting into the skin
of each character in the book. As these characters tell their story — it is
conveyed to the reader through different mediums and each medium has a
unique font as well — the journals of the main protagonists, the interviews of
the main characters by a media person, news clippings, letters and even poems
composed by the main characters.

The front cover of the novel is different for the Indian and American audiences
to cater to their separate visualizations of the novel. In the US it says on the
title page — RIOT a love story and depicts a mogul monument and a beautiful
sky with a pleasant setting sun. For the Indian audience the cover shows an
upturned bullock cart set ablaze. The Indian audience will be able to empathize
with the communal undercurrents that flow through the veins of the locals in
the fictitious district Zalilgarh.



The riot

Tharoor paints a heart rending picture of the Riot and how the police work to
suppress it to their best capacity. He writes about the point of view of the
communities involved and their ordeal — without justifying anything or anyone.
It is up to the reader to make one’s own judgment. RIOT creates awareness in
the reader about the role of the police and administrative service and how
important it is to have the right people in these key positions. The politicians
thwart the honest officers from performing their job well; nevertheless they plod
on with sheer grit and determination. The brave officers forget themselves and
immerse themselves in their duty which is their first and only calling.Tharoor
has done an exceptional job of bringing to life the portrait of such highly
motivated officers. This description instills faith in the system — rather than
show that the system is corrupt and without hope — RIOT is refreshing in its
highlight of the better elements in the system and how they can be welcome
harbingers of change. What is striking is that they are shown as human beings
as susceptible to foes and foibles as the lay person and not super heroes; but
in their professional capacity they are above reproach. The reader is engulfed
headlong into the riot- as the curfew is imposed, places of worship are
desecrated and the officers in charge ensure that they are built overnight to
avoid further communal flare-ups. The next morning, bodies are cremated with
only the close family present to avoid public outcry and add more fuel to the
riot, at the same time food provisions are made available for the women and
children and curfew is lifted for them for some time to give them opportunity to
stock up their homes.

The Love Story

The main protagonists in RIOT are an IAS officer, Lakshman — Lucky who is
posted in the fictitious district Zalilgarh and Priscilla Hart an American
working for a NGO in Zalilgarh. Lucky — is surprisingly (to Priscilla) clued in
about the western world. An Oscar Wilde quoting intellectual and a well read
man from an elite school - a side of India she had never known before.Priscilla
is lonely in this town; she has her work but no companionship.He is a kindred
soul in his loneliness- he does not have anyone to talk to — there is possibly no
one in the district as well read as him with the exception of Priscilla with whom
he could enunciate his thoughts. He is a closet writer and fantasizes about
writing a book which tells the story in different voices which the reader could
read in any order.

She queries that if someone read the ending first wouldn’t that reveal
everything? To which he replies that the ending will be actually be revealed in
the beginning. She is puzzled by how he had an arranged marriage to someone
with whom the only things he has in common are caste and family
background.



Lakshman notes her question in his journal - “How could I, so well-read, so
overeducated, so comfortable with her western culture, have had an arranged
marriage?” He shares with her that, according to his culture, a marriage is not
between two individuals who are in love, it is between two families — love is
expected to come after marriage. He is toying around with the idea of leaving
his family for his love but he realizes that it is something he just cannot do — it
would go against the values deeply ingrained in him by his upbringing and his
culture.

She senses his internal conflict ~he has found someone to love, someone with
whom he can share his innermost fantasies but he cannot chose love over his
sense of duty to his family.Priscilla received her first exposure to India in her

childhood when her father Rudyard Hart was posted in India by the coca-cola
company with the objective of establishing coke in the Indian markets.

Among the voices in the book are those of the Hindu Chauvinist - Ram Charan
Gupta, the Professor of history - Mohammed Sarwar, the middle aged parents
of Priscilla Hart — who have come to visit the town their daughter was violently
murdered in, the journalist -Randy Diggs — sent from America to report about
Priscilla’s death, the IPS officer Gurinder who lost his nephew in the 1984 Sikh
massacre. Gurindher shares the story of how he almost quit the IPS after this
incident but his father encouraged him to continue so that other grandfathers
like him would be safe in the knowledge that they have a protector of the law in
their midst.

In context of this novel -I would like to emphasize that the whole is greater
than the sum of its parts. Although these voices run parallel to each other
there is no cacophony. Rather they come together to tell the complete story in
which every character’s account is heard, imparting many flavors to the novel. I
indeed did not read the book in order as suggested can be done by the author. I
read the chapters where the book opened each time and was able to derive a
wonderful reading experience.

“It is hard to escape the conclusion “a U.S. embassy spokesman said about
Priscialla Hart’s murder, “that she was simply in the wrong place at the wrong
time.” Mr. Lakshman, however, questions whether there is such a thing as the
wrong place or wrong time.”We are where we are at the only time we
have,” he said.”Perhaps it’s where we are meant to be.”
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Spring Design Collections
An exhibition of a few sample products from:

Ratna’s Seasonal Art

As a member of NEMM, [ am happy to share this exhibition with you that
showcases a few sample products from my online store titled Ratna’s Seasonal
Art. It was launched in November 2017 and since then it has received a lot of
attention and praise from the local media. Boston Voyager has even called it ‘one
of the most inspiring stories’ to come out of Boston. At this online store you will
find objects for daily use for life and work that are machine made and then
infused with handmade botanical art by me. Since its inception in November
2017, six design collections have been made with over 200 products.




By vocation I am an architect but by avocation I am an artist. For thirty years I
have indulged in botanical painting as a hobby to unwind from the highly
computerized world of Architecture. Through the products in this exhibition you
can see three paintings that showcase spring designs. These are ‘Budding
Peonies’, ‘Hosta with the Mosta’ and ‘Fiery Tulip’. So get a head start into spring
by exposing your vision to these products!

Ratna Dalal

https:/ /www.zazzle.com/ratnas_seasonal art

https:/ /www.instagram.com/ratnadalal/
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fererRe, "qH T ST 872"

o} ATST ATCTAT TahT HIY=ITAT TS ST el SRIaaT. foF Tahad ol Saetell. Rt Hf Feee folel,"3R
ar forar & T8

"H Tl § X" T o AT ST STl HY Sercier a¥fel. ST 3R ST el Pull Scfel ST AlSIeT eTehe]
e, Y&TT &IVl SREEAT Fel3RelT UG STsel 12T fhepIadl Uep 3TTeft ST HTST IE=aTaR 89 U¥iRel. $Saired]
ITRATERISR < U ede A, 7T Uoielt MTfOT fofers AT Sz H3itor Srefiet uTolt eamer yasTea. caieaT Rl
TSUTIT AR Tt FeAl3R SO AT, ‘&l §311?' 3% FeUger Gefl il Hel faefl Tegchl. "ereer 9-2
STCEAT Tult T SIRFeT STITUT STob JReT CataR AT <l SRIeT. TR T A HebRTel! A1 TRt Bl JRT
RIfEeiedT ST AT Helfsicrd o7 3ATet 8. FaHT UebHeplell Gl Gl <ol DU Bl 8ISHT o9 HUITYRaT
T TSI BTl 1. BT 8T #8UKT, TFTeTaR 9000-3000 Y -1 3fTel 3RIe! ‘SaT aR. AT GSTTe U TeaT STEdhRIeT

HISAT ST ARTerd ol BI. HI 3Tl 8T el FbR ST S| ATar UTgH oiele.

ERY ST A1e G WTeelell Al SaT SRIGH e TR T=ATeT AT, Feeed, "3RSI [S|RUMR A8l Hf ool
e ....". aRICTT Tectear AU STOT #RIST ST SR ARG ToTdeiel A1 AT G+t ST T et =Y.
HTST HRTST ST BT SRIER FT BIT. U 7T AR PedT BIdT. 37T Beh T '3ffer a1ehl 81T, ©)

-ferem Yo
https://www.facebook.com/VidyaBhutkar1/
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o

. 3 RN [anY A
aleft sienfora il 31T Ielorered sfddce (/ /
U1 |
ST SF MUY 19 o of ST faramard |

ITETOY o] ST PS5 S+ ||
BT RIS Hell SRTST AT e FRATEHTIIRIT IR $eg aiervardr et e, et
fererR SIOr TRY SR HelT SFehal 3 ATCd i AT Blel HewaredT [qugTar GRIeT JIeT ATHN 3ATfor
AT STeaTel HRIST ATerehaiel eTerdTa. ITa & 8T Ufeell Ye. T STl 26T fefeT® Srciie] TRl TiTetcile]
T SRTST G 91ee TSI 31T GRIVE SRR &N, UNq ST 2Tes AISeI HINT JRISI 3Rye, STfOT wreredt
Seft &) ararepielt Hare |TevTRY a1l It sRieT. AT SIS e SR SUATgSH RaeTe JATfor
ATCATgepTeTd S AT TOuT AR SR UG [ JreraT 3R JTSTT A 3ATe. 8T feell Tt
G ST T G ARGHTCT DT PRIFAT HeAT TerhTer JTaSe.

STa RaceTels I ToedTd UR USledT o g1 R AT TN T “<reft aifeifie sid”
(“Industry 4.0") & fIST T HTET IETTHTON ATET TST ATAT AT, IHRPT AT SHes oFd, YRAT Uae™
g HIST, SO STRITT 3Feh AT A BoIRT SATdeledT AT HeTaR FEATERUIUY fereemd} Faurer 7%
BTcTTebeT ST T ST & ShiciT, CATHTTT BIRUY, STUTEI 3Tfetel ST Secf, IUNTEIT Hidded, 3for
TSI T ASHTRTET q&eteaT Gt STV HuaTfiwRiter 8 @erei.

TefY 3ifenfire Hieh (Industry 4.0) TS b HRI?

faferdif=aT 2= |9 hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industry 4.0



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industry_4.0

“geft affenfie Hidt (“Fourth Industrial Revolution”, “Industry 4.0”) B TSI AT SFHIEY aTuRet! e,
AT HIET quTcT AT STUTCA BT AFeIeT [GepTATob SLNTE, JASRTRTT Syeteds e, 371for rgufiar
T STUTRIT 3RAeteT ST J&eT FavroTd &t dreft 3ifeNfic i, & aaeT STV HUTATST STIOr FRaHT=I e
ST STUTRT SRTetel! SeTeiTdTeTel FHST HUTgdT FRaTci el 39T UfgedT <1 ieifies shiciiar eiisard
STSTT TS,

ST JATIOT U (ST 374, Fof) FroralT ATOR <, TBVIEART, 3. 37T AT 31eh 2T el S BT, ST Afced
IThaR AT ST NETITSITTS AT AT ST i Srofem aTuR SERTE=ITHE hefl ST TFTetT. IT
AT Jrories SENTERIHE I (speed) STTUT THT (scale) AT ATEHi ST daet STTel. AGRATERUIU AT
PreTTaEiieT afgel! JiTenfien i aRf AaTgel S, AT B STl SAREAT eI AT Ul TP HeRixre
oY UTH FTe].

ARET ST IS TSl T 251 IS AT SleaT “3RAveet! elle” Tl AT ST AMUCATes. AT 7T
U6 STTERITE JUcTed! ST aTGelt SHTOT AIGAT FHTONERIS e (“HTT Siearer") goard s,
e GARRT ferore STIfOr UG ferere Qe SATfoT 4o, T dielIaTed] Jache] SUciedgo I Rfetel clleHRIT™
STb T Mo JLNTEETTAT TSI IR ST, ITeTT G-t SHENfileh ghict FeU[T 3ileseged ST AT I
3MIReT ufeediar SITfie HERF aefeit JATOr AR “H-RI I (“Gilded Age”) 3R, IS IS ST
el AERIFRIT fh-T=ITaR S 3RTetel HaTel T Blobd ! T8y o JTToTal S TR, JTfOT JTTSTel & Jrireet
TS UGl JNUATET TG UTETIeT ST STHARICT fAicdel. ST 3FTeT “Ferdicer” Hefefl 3Tdel qReT Slel I
Jgai COATCTT SaelT STTal.

R forst 3ienfies shich et off SeeRe i (IaT. T O it 7efi=) 31for s marr (industrial
robotics and automation) aTIR 819 AFTGATES. AT I+ ST SATOT &. BHIRAT AT LT SIeHH AICR e
3TOT SUNRT FetarcifFa=T (consumer electronics) TAT &3 SRITAIT AHTTER JATUTE. 3TTST JTUUT TATeAddT oif

T AICRITS! fShdT AToRAT AT FTUI AU HYUTIUT T TS adel ST, I&T. IS hichd [1] JATIOT
6 U1 [2].

T ST Shici! BT cIeaT ST TR SeTeiTdTerer JTfOT Rk Erg JATeil JATIOT T T ehleseall Treifere
Uil 1T 9&eTYe ATHY ST, UfeedT hicieR Steis SO O. FRITTE TR EIUMT=AT HlelYe HIR 0T SeiN

STRIATE AT Pt BRI fCebTa STRTeT ATal. Y2ITedT SATIOT Gaxred AT Yehcthi R oy

S

O

e AT TRCTIT ST, “TRT G HSeiedl BRI fUGauehl=cR HIFTR R, 8 o-TRITET eS|

S

PRUMT HTURITAT YITeaR UTT 37T, JeaT 8T SRIERT oA&TTd ST ot ihedT JIsITd A3 SceiedT IT e
SN HicTHos PIVIBIVRT FaeT HHIR q1G Sefel AT Ta JTeTaT Bl HeEwTe 318,




“HTIsR-firfTmer RIRe=T” (Cyber-Physical Systems)

Navigating the next industrial revolution

Revolution Year Information

1 1784 Steam, water, mechanical production equipment
2 1870 Division of labour, electricity, mass production
- 3 1969 Electronics, IT, automated production

Q 4 7 Cyber-physical systems

o THRIAITHE BILH T ATAT hitps://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/11/5-ways-of-
understanding-the-fourth-industrial-revolution

3R FECe ST &1 YUY =Tt aftenfiie ghic! & “arIeR- et RIRTHTHob BSUIR 3118, “HRIsR-thfvTehet
R FeuIST T BII? |1 8T 9ea ATV AR {cehs fdhar drreR RiergRet a1 areff Yeper e,
ARISR AT S ST IRTelTelT 312 FUIST IV SiTed (Networked computers). “fehfTadhet” F8UNT e
SIS Hlfeies STt TET. ST el e FuroT “TU” (Computation) SATIOT “SRAAR”
(Communication) ITeT AEeITUT ATARTeS WUTCRT STTetedl YT HTSSTSAT UIoia], 3rifd “ATRIsR-

fthfoTeret R,

SCof DY TETID e R AT dcidetedn HTfhdl (“9x1 «i” / Moore’s Law) THR iTeit bTel &3Tdh U
NI STfehaTTet TTTOT TR BT TTetel 3MTR. JITSTTIT TSI SRMRTT Ty rart fare fepr e SR
I~ ST, M1 TR JeiHTHUATd Udh 3TeR BTUUITATS! fTadhT W& Adl ATUEl ST ST TanT
TR SCUTE BId. 00¢, AT AT ST ST IRTIeT ST B AT degTeT TR
GUTHTYRIT e TTHT STfehelTeft T 3TTST HTCTdR STEuTSadrT STt JThRTd 31T A8l theh ST SIoTg-T
YT 3MTRd. SADd B, “TRYSRT YR ARG VIS STTSThTet e SIetiHT SUeTed e [3]. T ST
HFCIIR TR ATURITT IRRIT SElet FRIRET dBelT 3178 [4]. TR 31T AT IR, SDHRAF ARIEDR, 30T
HqecTeh THTUTC SUTed ST Seidbal e ST G raR faehfRae e STTu=aT ke d e He

AR BN & IES 3TTe.

TIIRISRI T BPIET AT GRAARTT AT HHTCT T TSl 378, THISHH TR ASTe, TR HICRIIET,
fdr, emfece, TRIST STy, SFTeT SReY AR IR SWlet Seeell Srse S ST, JTell “afe
HIfEISTET (Internet of Things) 3R Fecet ST, AT T AT HRALATEAT GRETR GfTEHo5 U Uehepsil




(centralized) = & faFaTRA (distributed) THR et SITUT TRT HTe 3TE. AT 3D YHRA BRIS 3MTed. Tfealr
TEURST HISIAR, UTSIER, BT, R, fham AICTaR ATqUATStie STe e HUhadiel Sugth o% eTilel 3718
Y 9TTo5 ITTHT SRITI-3TT $ev-C ATthd WaTe BRITRIT USRI defidneft arerfarel Ry @Te 31y, 37IST 31mqur
PIFaR TTCUreTanT fehdT JEgd ak A UTg 2Tehail ATART WhIealT JETRE Setare (o FHIUR TSEHNT Hea]

IR STOT G TeaTeft STISUTAT 3TToTedT ST Sex-eed QearT fodderd &1 e,
SNt &sra ISR et RiRera o ueg

T VR STOT SRERAR AT STEred ATeed] FHelthes 3eh Ta-d qae] B8 37Ted. <ATiiel Ufectl Hewre 9ael
U PRG-I AT FeI= AT FHTE STIT Uehehe BT ehrie 3Tfet R ST IUDRU TehHepielT dle]
ARTHET (e  Hef HperT). AT AT HaTT HewTaT SAeT Al “STT. BRUT AT ST SuIh ‘Il
(“STHIRHE") AT AT “QTETUMUr” (“SATSC” fohaT “Sforoi=~T) ISATAT A, BIaT ShiedT 7l ok ST & SeT
UG 3RAeT (data is the new oil) [5, 6], JMTIOT A& 3TITS AT GraTY8T aTu=aT JTATSIN [7].

1T HIET gufe T ST ST (data mining), UG HfeciaT QATer oY, AT g “erarorqur” fefye v,
372t pTH FUTEhTEAT BelTel! HRUTC JATIUT HIET 3feft AR STl JATEI. ATl “3ME BRIt Scforor=y féar U
3T 3% T ST, aredTell FRTST GuRT Heare qaef FeUrsl fadlel freTs B 2y e 3ifel et
PRGATCTe] TTSTa FUTED SIOT TG G ST, o AT foTeeT feretedT SuTetToHToTer 3dTaed! B
BRI, T YA Fob &% TV JATIOT AHTE JTUTeAT STehT dTuR0 <A Iet. ISSTERUTEREIeT Ui sierciet! &t
JTRYI UET [8].

TSI T STTOT STpfciaTe AebEUATAT (pattern recognition) BT TV HTTATUEITET biehUIHR I Mol
ST, TTosar AT & T [9], afehett [10], 3T AR [11], SR TSIUC [12], FRIT 3Feh BT
HIURATET Uarsil STUThTaT dT0R 8195 BITIel 3778, TTaRIgRe Hifcres ST SiiS fHasredrar Tazraierd aree [13],
IR PN [14], TSI AT §AaTEAd [15], TUTATT J3TUT [16], IFTET TIRYTHRIRET MEIRG e [17]

HIURATYESTT AP 3RHTS T RS STTUTeT SHTeler.

N FETIET e TR GUTehiered) FeeardT STfor aRyuT 37eft i gTRT fepRicy PRUITARIT SATAUT ebrel &Teh R
R JTEIA. SSTERUTERIA JTS] ABTRIET JeTHEY Slel STetedT ‘b A" VI faehRict T (ATef!
“PIFTI Q AT et “anTfEthrret SRt Scferer areft 7a a1mee) 3IS[ vt e FTetel ATel. T PIer
IR DTHT Terebrd 37T STcilet ST ATURAVGSIT SRTUTBTRT aToR i <1 hefl SHTUTR ATet. JATIOT Surehiean
RIS DT PRUITATS! TedT FepIReT Heft WIS SueTed Blciletal. YR TeeT DI R Ieeigetcd 3ich
&I RISTTIRTET ell T8 STTeTaR DI BRI TN FeAT SRISTR Seied [T qaeiedl dAsiIaeEe 7d frer ooy
T BT T8 IS F8U ATUeTel FredTal ARTUR 3.

BT Y&l TR JH8Tell T dTeeiT? JreTell JTTURGT ehluredT fasRITaR areimietl ST Sel? JATUeT SRS Hell SR
hoddT:

-3T&TT IoTed

akshay.rajhans@gmail.com

https://arajhans.github.io
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SSEE

[1] How to make a Ford Fiesta -- in 86 seconds! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErSZmor1qgok

[2] Apple - Making the all-new Mac Pro https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bWOQWw1wkM

[3] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raspberry Pi

[4] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial cardiac pacemaker

[5] https://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21721656-data-economy-demands-new-approach-antitrust-

rules-worlds-most-valuable-resource

[6] https://www.wired.com/insights/2014/07/data-new-oil-digital-economy/

[7] https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/01/data-is-not-the-new-oil/

[8] https://medium.com/intuitionmachine/the-alien-look-of-deep-learning-generative-design-
5c5f871f7d10

[9] https://mashable.com/2017/02/22/ibm-watson-clinical-imaging-cardiology/#WF9SJCxJimqj [10]
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/02/17/lawyers-could-be-replaced-by-artificial-intelligence.html [11]

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/09/08/fintech-start-up-pefin-uses-a-i-to-offer-financial-advice.html

[12] http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-38521403

[13] https://www.wired.com/story/embark-self-driving-truck-deliveries/

[14] https://mashable.com/2017/11/22/best-robot-vacuums/#wagJQ9jR9qagk

[15] https://www.cnet.com/news/meet-amazons-busiest-employee-the-kiva-robot/

[16] https://www.amazon.com/Amazon-Prime-Air/b?node=8037720011

[17] http://www.iflscience.com/technology/robot-chef-home-could-arrive-2017/
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